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A Lesson for the Ages

l. The Mission
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Avraham was now old, advanced in years, and HaShem had blessed Avraham in all things.

And Avraham said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge of all that he owned,
“Put your hand under my thigh

and | will make you swear by HaShem, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you
will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom | dwell,

but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son Isaac.”

Il. The Motivation-Classical Suggestions
1. 21man wTn- Family
2. NN NIwNT- Comparative Evil

lll. A Different Approach- n1w "n- A Cohesive Whole
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1 And the life of Sara was a hundred and seven and twenty years; these were the years of the

life of Sara.

2 And Sara died in Kiryat Arba--the same is Hebron--in the land of Canaan; and Avraham came
to eulogize Sara, and to weep for her.

3 And Avraham rose up from before his dead, and spoke unto the B’nai Chet, saying:

4 'A stranger and a citizen am | with you: give me a possession of a burying-place with you, that
| may bury my dead out of my sight.'

5 And the B’nai Chet answered Avraham, saying to him:

6 'Hear us, my lord: a prince of God are you in our midst; in the choicest of our burial places
bury your dead; none of us will withhold from you his burial place, from burying your dead."

7 And Avraham rose up, and bowed down to the people of the land, to the B’nai Chet.

8 And he spoke with them, saying: 'If it is truly your will to bury my dead from before me, hear
me, and intercede for me with Efron the son of Zohar.

9 And let him grant to me the cave of Machpelah which is his, which is at the edge of his field;
for the full price let him give it to me in the midst of you for a possession of a burying-place.’
10 And Efron was sitting in the midst of the B’nai Chet; and Efron the Hittite answered Avraham
in the hearing of the B’nai Chet, for all who came to the gate of his city, saying:

11 'No, my lord, hear me! | have given you the field, and the cave that is therein, | have given it
to you; in the view of the children of my people | have given it to you; bury your dead.’

12 And Avraham bowed down before the people of the land.

13 And he spoke to Efron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying: 'But if you only would
hear me: | give the price of the field; take it from me, and | will bury my dead there."

14 And Efron answered Avraham, saying to him:

15 'My lord, hear me! Land worth four hundred shekels of silver, -between me and you-what is
it? Bury your dead.’
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16 And Avraham heeded Efron; and Avraham weighed out to Efron the silver, which he had
named in the hearing of the B’nai Chet, four hundred shekels of silver, in it negotiable
currency.

17 And Efron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave
which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, which were in all its surrounding
boundaries, were confirmed

18 unto Avraham as a purchase in the view of the B’'nai Chet, among all who came to the gate
of his city.

19 And after this, Avraham buried Sara his wife in the cave of the field of Machpela before
Mamre, which is Hebron, in the land of Canaan.

20 And the field, and the cave that is therein, were confirmed as Avraham’s for a possession of
a burying-place from the B’nai Chet.

A. Questions
Why all this detail (more text than the Akeida)?
Why the constant refrain concerning the B’nai Chet?

B. Classical Approaches

1. Importance of 78w yIN

2. Establishing Ownership [nan

3. Test of namx: "'monwn X721 '7aRT 720 720"

C. Another Approach
Avraham’s Final (and Greatest?) Test: AwWInI 12

Full Circle
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Apart from and a part of... Avraham’s experience... a series of training episodes
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IV Back to Eliezer’s Mission
A. Rivka’s Role
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And these are the generations of Yitzchak, the son of Avraham; Avraham birthed Yitzchak.

And Yitzchak was forty years old when he took, Rivka; the daughter of Betuel the Aramite from
Padan Aram; the sister of Lavan the Aramite; for himself as a wife.

B. A Continuing Challenge
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